2011 Bike Ride

Fundraising Manual

Toolkit for Cyclists Searching for Donations
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Welcome to the 16th Annual Ride for 
Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom!
Greetings Cyclists,

Thank you for choosing to support Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom (IAITC) this year. We would like to help you in your efforts to fundraise for the cause while offsetting your personal expenses on the ride. This packet includes useful tips, sample letters, forms and more for all of your fundraising needs. 
The IAA Foundation and IAITC appreciate your support and recognize the invaluable role you play in the success of this event. The generosity of those who understand and support our cause is the reason we continue to raise over $40,000 each year for IAITC.
Please remember that we are here to guide you in the fundraising process. If at any time you have questions or need additional information please do not hesitate to contact one of our staff. We strive to make each ride a fun way to raise funds and raise awareness for IAITC.

Thank you again for being a Spokesperson for Agriculture.

Sincerely,

Susan Moore




Heather Combs

Director





Development Specialist

IAA Foundation




IAA Foundation

GATHERING CONTRIBUTIONS







You are important!

As you know, one of the goals of the Bike Ride is to raise funds for Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom.  Your fundraising efforts play the star role in the total funds raised at the conclusion of this event. We are excited to give credit where credit is due by offering incentives to cyclists who raise funds to significantly reduce their personal costs.  In fact, riders who collect:

$1,000 - up  -- 
receive FREE registration, meals, and lodging

$500 - $999 -- 
receive FREE registration and meals

$250 - $499 -- 
receive FREE registration
Where to start?

· 

Hit the ground running (or pedaling) by setting a personal goal!
· If you do not ask people will not give.
· Asking for a specific amount will increase your success rate.
· Personal requests receive prompt responses. This eliminates the need for    
follow-up maintenance & USUALLY ENDS IN A YES!

Who can you ask to donate?  


SYMBOL 252 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
Friends

SYMBOL 252 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
Relatives


SYMBOL 252 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
Agri-businesses


SYMBOL 252 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
County Farm Bureaus may contribute and help you identify additional donors.


SYMBOL 252 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
Farmers


SYMBOL 252 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
Members of your church congregation

SYMBOL 252 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
Food processors/distributors/grocery stores


SYMBOL 252 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
Banks


SYMBOL 252 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
Hardware stores


SYMBOL 252 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
 Dairies


SYMBOL 252 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
 COUNTRY Insurance & Financial Services agencies 


SYMBOL 252 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
 FS member cooperatives 

SYMBOL 252 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
 Bicycle shops


SYMBOL 252 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
 Tractor and implement dealers


SYMBOL 252 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
 Truck and auto dealers
DON’T FORGET!



**Anyone who benefits from a business relationship with farmers and/or agri-

    business


**People you regularly give your business to such as your barber, beautician, tax 

    preparer, pharmacist even the local coffee shops and restaurants that you 
      
    frequent...
	Fundraising Tips 
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	How to raise $1,500 in just six weeks: 

Week 1: 
· Start by sponsoring yourself = $25.
· Send out at least 25 letters and emails to friends and family (ask for a minimum donation of $26) = $650.
Week 2: 

· Follow up on your fundraising letters and emails. 
· Ask three additional family members (minimum donation of $26 each) = $78. 
· Ask five friends to sponsor you (minimum donation of $26 each) = $130. 
· Ask two co-workers to sponsor you (minimum of $26 each) = $52. 

· Check with your company's human resource department to see if they offer matching gifts.

Week 3: 

· Ask three additional co-workers to sponsor you (minimum donation of $26 each) = $78. 
· Plan a fundraising party with at least 25 people (e.g. 50% of split cover charge of $20 for a happy hour) = $250.

Week 4: 

· Ask five neighbors to sponsor you (minimum donation of $15 each) = $75
Week 5: 

· Ask your boss for a company contribution = $50
**Find out if your company makes matching gifts**
Week 6: 

· Ask three businesses you frequent for a donation (e.g. doctor, dentist, dry cleaners, etc., $37 each) = $111
Grand Total $1500
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When a potential donor asks:

 “What is the money being used for?”
· Funds raised through this event go directly to Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom efforts  (Funds are not used for administrative purposes)
· Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom supports local educational and outreach efforts by providing high quality, standards based, scientifically sound agriculture information that can be easily integrated by teachers into the existing classroom curriculum

· Through the generous support of donors like you the following are made possible: County Ag Literacy Grants, Ag Mags, Teacher Resource Guides, Summer Ag Institutes and Teacher Grants, Ag Related Lessons and Units and much more!
· It is imperative that school age children are taught the importance agriculture plays in their daily lives. So many Illinois children do not know or understand where their food, fiber and fuel come from. Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom provides the resources necessary to convey that message
· The Bike Ride fundraiser helps the Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom efforts across the ENTIRE state of Illinois
· Riders will stop along the six county route at approximately 30 schools to perform entertaining and educational skits to teach the importance of Agriculture
· Nearly half of a million students ranging from Kindergarten through 12th grade were reached with the IAITC message last year
· Nearly 30,000 teachers used Illinois Ag in the Classroom resources throughout the school year

· Nearly 3,000 volunteers participated as classroom presenters, fieldtrip hosts, as well as, advisory board members

· More program information can be found on the IAA Foundation website, and examples of teaching materials and AgMags can be found on the IAITC website.   (iaafoundation.org and www.agintheclassroom.org)
· If you need more fundraising information or information specific to your county or region, please contact the IAA Foundation at 309-557-2230 or email Heather Combs at hcombs@ilfb.org
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Should I send a letter? YES!

Personal letters can lead you down the path of fundraising success.  Use this sample fundraising letter to contact people from your e-mail lists, address book, business associates, or fellow community members.  
Interested in Emailing? You’re in Luck!

If you receive this toolkit electronically, please feel free to copy & paste this sample email directly into your email. You can personalize it from there and the “online giving” hyperlink that is embedded into this will transfer over independently during the copy & paste process.  
Three helpful hints:  
1) It is very helpful to the donor if you include a self-addressed envelope with a sponsorship form inside. 
2) Personalize the letter or write a little note to include with the letter.  Responses will increase. 
3) Follow up phone calls or personal visits will help seal the deal!  
Sample Email

Hello [Name of Friend, family member or colleague]
During the week of September 5, 2011 I will be riding with approximately one hundred cyclists to help educate Illinois school children about the importance of agriculture by riding across six Illinois counties in the IAA Foundation Bike Ride. 

Proceeds from this fundraiser support the Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom (IAITC) program. Last year, nearly half of a million students all over the state were reached with the message of how agriculture impacts their daily lives. I have a personal interest in this event because I believe it is important for future generations to understand how farmers care about the land, animals, and are helping to feed the world.   

I am ready to make a difference in the efforts to teach children where their food, fiber and fuel originate and have committed to raising $____________ and I cannot do it without the help of people like you!

You can support me with a secure online credit card donation by clicking here: http://www.iaafoundation.org/iaaf/Events/Bike.html or by calling the Foundation at 309-557-2230. Checks can be made payable to the IAA Foundation. (Please enclose the printable form located on this attachment.)

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me or give me a call at xxx-xxx-xxxx. 
Have a great day and thank you in advance for your consideration!

<YOUR NAME>

The IAA Foundation is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.  Contributions are tax deductible within IRS guidelines.

[image: image9.jpg]M~

Ny
s

THE ol
[AA ==
FOUNDATION





Sample Letter
<Date>

Dear <Prospective Sponsor>:

During the week of September 5, 2011 I will join approximately one hundred cyclists to help educate Illinois school children about the importance of agriculture by riding in the IAA Foundation’s Bike Ride. By making a donation on my behalf, you are supporting agriculture education efforts through the Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom (IAITC) program.

The Ride will join together cyclists from throughout Illinois and neighboring states.  We will travel through Christian, Logan, Macoupin, Menard, Montgomery & Sangamon counties this year.  Along the route, we will stop at approximately 30 schools to participate in assemblies that promote agriculture awareness and bicycle safety.

My goal is to raise $1,000.  All funds will be used for teacher training and materials that will reach classrooms across the state.  Last year’s Ride raised more than $37,000 and had over 50 cyclists. Overall, our goal is to raise $65,000 to support IAITC program needs for the upcoming school year.    

Please help me to reach my goal by giving a donation to this Ride. I have a personal interest in this event because I believe it is imperative to teach children where their food, fiber and fuel originate. I believe in IAITC because farmers play a significant role in our daily lives and it is crucial to pass the knowledge and appreciation of this American tradition on to future generations… the students of Illinois. 

The IAA Foundation is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.  Contributions are tax deductible within IRS guidelines.  Please mail your donation today in the self-addressed envelope enclosed with this letter, making checks payable to the IAA Foundation.  If you prefer to donate by credit card please call the IAA Foundation at 309-557-2230 or use our online giving option at www.iaafoundation.org.
My deadline for donations is _______________. Thank you for your consideration, and if you have any questions, just give me a call at (your phone number).

Sincerely,

Guidelines for Collecting Donations

Contributions and donor lists can be submitted to the IAA Foundation anytime prior to the 
Bike Ride

 Donors addresses must be included for the purpose of receipt/thank you.

Donors can make a gift by credit card online at www.iaafoundation.org or by calling the IAA Foundation at 309-557-2230.
We prefer that you collect donations, not pledges. If you collect pledges, you are responsible for following up on those pledges, as the IAA Foundation is not able to do this for you. 

Your name will be entered in a raffle prize drawing once for every $250 in donations collected. Example: $1,000 raised = 4 drawing entries

· All donations MUST be turned in by Tuesday, September 6, 2011, 8AM to be eligible for the drawing

· Pledges cannot be counted toward the raffle prize drawing

· The raffle prize winner will be announced at the Tuesday evening meal
The IAA Foundation thanks you for your efforts and participation 
in the 2011 Bike Ride for IAITC 
Please contact us if you need assistance at
309-557-2230 or email Heather Combs at hcombs@ilfb.org
Good Luck in your fundraising endeavors and remember, have fun!

Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom 

DONOR SIGN-UP
Thank you for your contribution
 (PLEASE PRINT)
Cyclist Name______________________________________________________      Total Collected:  

Address__________________________________________________________    

Town/State_______________________________________________________        $

Zip Code___________________  Phone________________________________

Please list your supporters below
Please send this form along with your contributions.  ADDRESSES MUST BE INCLUDED.

Name________________________________________________________________ $___________

   Business Name (if applicable)_____________________________________________      (  check     (  cash

   Address______________________________________________________________     

   Town/State__________________________________________________Zip_______

Name________________________________________________________________ $___________

   Business Name (if applicable)_____________________________________________      (  check     (  cash

   Address______________________________________________________________        Town/State__________________________________________________Zip_______

Name________________________________________________________________ $___________

   Business Name (if applicable)_____________________________________________      (  check     (  cash

   Address______________________________________________________________     

   Town/State__________________________________________________Zip_______

Name________________________________________________________________ $___________

   Business Name (if applicable)_____________________________________________      (  check     (  cash

   Address______________________________________________________________        Town/State__________________________________________________Zip_______

Name________________________________________________________________ $___________

   Business Name (if applicable)_____________________________________________      (  check     (  cash

   Address______________________________________________________________     

   Town/State__________________________________________________Zip_______

Name________________________________________________________________ $___________

   Business Name (if applicable)_____________________________________________      (  check     (  cash

   Address______________________________________________________________     

   Town/State__________________________________________________Zip_______

Name________________________________________________________________ $___________

   Business Name (if applicable)_____________________________________________      (  check     (  cash

   Address______________________________________________________________     

   Town/State__________________________________________________Zip_______

Name________________________________________________________________ $___________

   Business Name (if applicable)_____________________________________________      (  check     (  cash

   Address______________________________________________________________     

   Town/State__________________________________________________Zip_______

Name________________________________________________________________ $___________

   Business Name (if applicable)_____________________________________________      (  check     (  cash

   Address______________________________________________________________     

   Town/State__________________________________________________Zip_______

Name________________________________________________________________ $___________

   Business Name (if applicable)_____________________________________________      (  check     (  cash

   Address______________________________________________________________        Town/State__________________________________________________Zip_______

History of IAITC Bike Ride

The IAITC Bike Ride began in 1996 with 8 riders completing the entire route.  Riders traveled from Quincy to Paris on a four day bike ride and stayed in Jacksonville, Decatur, and Tuscola.  Riders traveled through Adams, Pike, Scott, Morgan, Sangamon, Macon, Piatt, Champaign, Douglas, Coles, and Edgar  Counties.

The ride was the brainchild of former IAA Foundation Executive Director, Steve Newman.   In 1996, Steve thought the ride was a great way to raise visibility of the IAA Foundation, raise some new Foundation Friends, generate media interest, and get schools and children involved in agriculture.  The IAA Foundation is thrilled to carry on the tradition.
The success of the IAITC Bike Ride is due to the phenomenal support County Farm Bureau’s have given to the IAA Foundation and bike riders.  Hospitality extended towards the riders has given them reason to come back year after year!  

Ride Facts

1996 - 8 full-time riders - Quincy to Paris – gross income raised $9,490

1997 - 34 full-time riders - Quad-Cities to Danville – gross income raised $51,781

1998 - 45 full-time riders - Troy to Metropolis – gross income raised $53,384

1999 - 56 full-time riders - started and ended at Starved Rock Lodge at LaSalle, making a counter-clockwise circle through 11 northern Illinois counties – gross income raised $54,975

2000 - 39 full-time - started and ended at Aurora, making a clockwise loop through 9 northeastern Illinois counties including downtown Chicago – gross income raised $56,717

2001 - 42 full-time riders - started and ended at Lake Shelbyville, Findley, making a counter-clockwise loop through 10 south central Illinois counties – gross income raised $56,372, 22 school stops

2002 - 55 full-time riders - started and ended at Kankakee, making a counter-clockwise loop through four northern eastern Illinois counties including metro Chicago – gross income raised $61,622+

2003 – 100+ full & part time riders – riders traveled through Rock Island, Henry, Bureau, Knox, Whiteside, Lee, Mercer, and Warren Counties – net income raised $56,900, 27 school stops.

2004 – 85 riders traveled through Adams, Brown, Pike, Schuyler, McDonough, and Hancock Counties – net income raised $53,400, 27 school stops.

2005 – 99 riders traveled paved roads in East Central Illinois including Champaign, DeWitt, Douglas, Macon, Piatt, and Vermilion Counties.  Riders stopped at 26 schools, raising over $62,000.

2006 – Featuring a new, dynamic structure, and a new name, Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom (IAITC).   Riders traveled through the greater Chicagoland area.  Ninety-one riders stopped at 25 schools in 8 counties and raised over $42,900.

2007 – Forty-seven riders traveled through five counties in southeastern Illinois including Wayne, White, Wabash, Edwards and Lawrence.  Net Income - $36,002, 25 school stops.  This was the first year riders stayed in the same hotel each night of the ride.  
2008 – Sixty-two cyclists traveled through six Illinois counties including Peoria, Woodford, Tazewell, McLean, Fulton and Mason.  Riders made a record 46 school stops and raised $41,139 in net income.  Weather presented the biggest challenge for the Ride.  On Tuesday temperatures reached 95+ degrees.  By Thursday temperatures were in the 60’s and mother nature provided driving rains, forcing the cancellation of the Ride for the first time ever.  Mindful of our purpose to teach children about agriculture, all riders piled into vehicles and completed the school stops scheduled for the last day.  

2009 - The 14th Annual IAITC Bike Ride took place September 8-10 and featured rides throughout East Central Illinois, including: Clark, Coles, Crawford, Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar, Effingham, Jasper and Shelby Counties.  50 riders stopped at 25 schools and helped raise $32,500 for IAITC.  The school skit got a facelift and became a game show format following themes of “are you smarter than a 5th grader,” but ours, of course, was “are you smart enough to farm?”  The game show was a hit with both students and riders.  Temperatures were unseasonably cool, but early morning fog caused safety concerns for riders.  But with the help of police escorts, great SAG support, and cautious riders willing to stick together in a tight group, we fared with no injuries to report! 
2010 - The 2010 Bike Ride for IAITC marked a significant milestone with its 15th Anniversary taking place in the Northeastern section of Illinois where 50 cyclists came ready to pedal through Ford, Grundy, Iroquois, Kankakee, Livingston & Will counties.  It’s also the year we coined “Spokespeople for Agriculture” which emblazoned the commemorative jerseys.  Kankakee served as our “hub” and a top-notch Farm Bureau host!  Riders and IAITC staff spread the message of agriculture to more than 5,000 students in 30 area school stops. Evening highlights included an authentic German meal at the Peotone Bier Stube and a specialty crop farm tour at IFB board member Bill Olthoff’s. What riders will never forget are the gale-force winds endured on the Ride!  Our own “Midwest hurricane” if you will.  But our riders were troopers and pushed through, drafting when they could and then really enjoying top speeds once the wind was at their backs!  
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Thank you for your hard work and dedication to raise  funds for 


Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom!! You are the heartbeat of this fundraising effort!
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