FLETCHER A. GOURLEY, LEONARD SOUTHWELL, 
and ROGER CAPPS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS
2012
For the 21st year, children of Prairie Farms Dairy patrons and employees, including those of PFD subsidiaries, are eligible to apply for college scholarships.  These scholarships were established by the Prairie Farms Board of Directors in memory of Mr. Fletcher Gourley, Mr. Leonard Southwell and Mr. Roger Capps.
Mr. Gourley served Prairie Farms for more than 53 years as its General Manager and Chief Executive Officer.  He was a pioneer in the development and growth of Prairie Farms Dairy.  During his long career he put Prairie Farms Dairy on the map as a first rate dairy cooperative.
Mr. Southwell’s career at Prairie Farms covered 52 years.  He led the dairy through a number of acquisitions while maintaining the same top Prairie Farms Dairy product quality.  Mr. Southwell was the driving force in the cooperative growth era.
Mr. Capps’ career at Prairie Farms covered 29 years.  He worked with Fletcher Gourley and Leonard Southwell building Prairie Farms as a coop admired by many.  During his tenure as CEO the company grew and prospered.
The scholarships will be awarded to six children of patrons and six children of employees who have worked for the company for at least three years as of the scholarship application deadline.  A patron is defined as a producer who sells milk to Prairie Farms.  Scholarships will be granted on the basis of scholastic ability and/or financial need, to qualified students who have been accepted by or are enrolled in an accredited community college, college, or university.  Students may major in any field. 
The amount of each scholarship is determined by the annual earnings of the endowed fund and reviewed yearly.  Therefore, the scholarship awards may vary from year to year.

The IAA Foundation, Illinois Farm Bureau’s non-profit charitable arm, will administer the scholarship fund, and select the scholarship recipients.  The application period for the scholarships will be from December 1, 2011, to February 1, 2012.

The IAA Foundation will evaluate each applicant’s academic performance and honors, class rank, financial need, efforts to finance their own education, character, and leadership.  Applications must include a high school and/or college transcript, two essays answering specific questions, and two letters of recommendation.

Applicants who previously have been awarded IAA Foundation scholarships are eligible, but relatives or in-laws of IAA Foundation trustees or employees are not eligible.

Application guidelines will be available at Prairie Farms Dairy offices. For questions, contact the IAA Foundation at (309)557-2230, or charms-garman@ilfb.org.  Complete application forms and all pertinent information will be available at www.iaafoundation.org, on December 1, 2011.
